
Cap Badges of the British Army 1939-45: A
Collector's Guide to Insignia of the Second
World War
The cap badge is a small insignia worn on the headdress of military
personnel to identify their unit or regiment. Cap badges have been used by
the British Army for centuries, and they have evolved over time to reflect
the changing nature of warfare. During the Second World War, the British
Army introduced a number of new cap badges to reflect the expansion of
the army and the creation of new units. These cap badges are now highly
sought-after by collectors, and they offer a fascinating glimpse into the
history of the British Army during one of its most turbulent periods.

The earliest known cap badges in the British Army date back to the 16th
century. These badges were typically made of metal, and they were worn
on the front of the helmet or cap. The designs of these early badges were
often simple, and they typically featured the unit's name or crest.

During the 17th and 18th centuries, cap badges became more elaborate.
They were often made of gold or silver, and they featured intricate designs.
The designs of these badges often reflected the unit's history and
traditions.
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In the 19th century, the British Army introduced a new type of cap badge.
These badges were made of cloth, and they were worn on the side of the
cap. The designs of these badges were typically more subdued than the
earlier metal badges, and they often featured the unit's number or letter.

During the Second World War, the British Army introduced a number of new
cap badges to reflect the expansion of the army and the creation of new
units. These badges were made of a variety of materials, including metal,
cloth, and plastic. The designs of these badges were often more varied
than the earlier badges, and they often featured the unit's emblem or
symbol.

This collector's guide provides a comprehensive overview of the cap
badges worn by the British Army during the Second World War. The guide
includes detailed descriptions and photographs of each badge, as well as
information on its history and significance.

The guide is divided into three sections:

Infantry

Armored

Artillery
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Each section includes a brief history of the relevant branch of the British
Army, followed by descriptions and photographs of the cap badges worn by
its units.

The guide also includes a glossary of terms and a list of references.

Collecting cap badges of the British Army 1939-45 can be a rewarding
hobby. However, it can also be a challenging one, as these badges are
becoming increasingly rare.

The best way to start a collection is to visit military antique shops and
shows. You can also find cap badges for sale online. However, it is
important to be aware that there are a number of fake cap badges on the
market.

When buying a cap badge, it is important to carefully examine it for signs of
authenticity. You should also ask the seller for a certificate of authenticity.

Cap badges of the British Army 1939-45 are a fascinating glimpse into the
history of the British Army during one of its most turbulent periods. They are
also a great way to learn about the different units and regiments that
served in the war.

This collector's guide provides a comprehensive overview of the cap
badges worn by the British Army during the Second World War. The guide
includes detailed descriptions and photographs of each badge, as well as
information on its history and significance.
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