Coal, Climate Change, and the End of the
Resources Boom: A Book Review

Coal, Climate Change, and the End of the Resources Boom is a timely and
important book that examines the complex relationship between coal,
climate change, and the Australian economy. This book is the work of two
leading Australian economists, Ross Garnaut and John Quiggin, and it
draws on a wealth of research and data to provide a comprehensive and
thought-provoking analysis of the challenges facing Australia in the coming
decades.
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The Coal Boom

The Australian coal industry has been a major driver of the country's
economy for over a century. In recent years, the industry has experienced a
boom, thanks to strong demand from China and other Asian countries.
However, this boom has come at a price. The burning of coal is a major
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contributor to climate change, and Australia is one of the world's largest
emitters of greenhouse gases.

The Impacts of Climate Change

The impacts of climate change are already being felt in Australia. The
country is experiencing more extreme weather events, such as heat waves,
droughts, and floods. These events are causing widespread damage to
property and infrastructure, and they are also having a negative impact on
human health.

The End of the Resources Boom

The coal boom is not expected to last forever. Demand for coal is likely to
decline in the coming years, as countries around the world transition to
cleaner energy sources. This will have a significant impact on the
Australian economy, which is heavily dependent on mining and energy
exports.

The Challenge for Australia

Australia faces a significant challenge in the coming decades. The country
needs to transition away from coal and other fossil fuels, while also
adapting to the impacts of climate change. This will require a major
investment in renewable energy and other clean technologies. It will also
require changes to the way that we live and work.

Coal, Climate Change, and the End of the Resources Boom is a must-
read for anyone interested in understanding the future of energy and
the environment in Australia. This book provides a comprehensive
and thought-provoking analysis of the challenges facing Australia,



and it offers some important insights into the policies that need to be
adopted to address these challenges.

About the Authors

Ross Garnaut is an Australian economist who has served as an advisor to
several Australian governments on climate change and economic policy.
He is the author of several books on these topics, including The Garnaut
Climate Change Review (2008) and The Great Crash: A Memoir of
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Coal, Climate Change, and the End of the Resources Boom is an important
and timely book that provides a comprehensive and thought-provoking
analysis of the challenges facing Australia in the coming decades. This
book is an essential read for anyone interested in understanding the future
of energy and the environment in Australia.
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