
Lakefront Public Trust and Private Rights in
Chicago: A Comprehensive Guide

Lakefront: Public Trust and Private Rights in Chicago
by Thomas W. Merrill

4.9 out of 5
Language : English
File size : 16019 KB
Text-to-Speech : Enabled
Screen Reader : Supported
Enhanced typesetting : Enabled
Word Wise : Enabled
Print length : 519 pages

Chicago's lakefront is a captivating urban landscape that has long been
shaped by the interplay between the public trust doctrine and private
property rights. This comprehensive guidebook explores the complexities of
this legal and social framework, delving into the historical, legal, and social
implications of the city's unique waterfront. The book examines the legal
principles governing the public trust, the historical evolution of private
property rights along the lakefront, and the ongoing debates surrounding
the balance between public access and private development.

The Public Trust Doctrine

The public trust doctrine is a common law principle that holds that certain
natural resources, such as navigable waterways and beaches, are held in
trust by the government for the benefit of the public. This doctrine imposes
a duty on the government to protect and preserve these resources for the
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enjoyment and use of all citizens. In Chicago, the public trust doctrine
applies to the entire lakefront, ensuring that the public has the right to
access, enjoy, and use the city's waterfront for a variety of recreational,
environmental, and cultural purposes.

Historical Evolution of Private Property Rights

The history of private property rights along Chicago's lakefront is complex
and intertwined with the city's growth and development. In the early days of
the city, the lakefront was largely undeveloped, and private landowners
claimed ownership of the land up to the water's edge. However, as the city
grew and the lakefront became more valuable, the public trust doctrine
began to be asserted to protect the public's interest in the waterfront. Over
time, a series of court cases and legislative enactments gradually limited
the scope of private property rights along the lakefront, establishing the
public trust as the dominant legal doctrine governing the use and
development of the waterfront.

Balancing Public Access and Private Development

One of the ongoing challenges facing Chicago is balancing the public's
right to access and enjoy the lakefront with the desire of private landowners
to develop the land for residential, commercial, and recreational purposes.
This tension has been particularly acute in recent years, as the city has
experienced a surge in real estate development along the lakefront. The
book explores the legal, policy, and planning tools that have been used to
address this challenge, such as zoning regulations, public easements, and
land acquisition programs. The book also examines the social and
environmental impacts of private development on the lakefront, including
gentrification, displacement, and environmental degradation.



Chicago's lakefront is a dynamic and ever-evolving urban landscape. The
interplay between the public trust doctrine and private property rights has
shaped the lakefront's development and continues to influence debates
about its future. This comprehensive guidebook provides a comprehensive
overview of the legal, historical, and social implications of this unique urban
landscape. It is an essential resource for anyone interested in
understanding the complex relationship between public and private
interests in the public trust.
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