
One Hundred Years of Uncertain
Representation: A Comprehensive History of a
Contested Concept
Representation is a contested concept that has been debated for centuries.
In this book, I provide a comprehensive history of the concept, exploring its
evolution over the past century. Drawing on a wide range of sources, I
examine the different ways in which representation has been understood
and used in different contexts, from politics and law to art and literature.
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I argue that representation is not a fixed or stable concept, but rather a
contested and evolving one. The meaning of representation has changed
over time, and it continues to be debated today. This book provides a
comprehensive overview of the different ways in which representation has
been understood and used, and it explores the implications of these
different understandings for our understanding of democracy and justice.
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Chapter 1: The Origins of Representation

The concept of representation has its origins in ancient Greece. The Greek
word "representation" (mimesis) refers to the imitation or representation of
reality. In ancient Greek drama, for example, actors represented the
characters in the play. This concept of representation was later adopted by
Roman thinkers, who used it to refer to the representation of the people by
their elected officials.

In the Middle Ages, the concept of representation was further developed by
Christian theologians. They argued that Christ represented the people of
God, and that the Church represented Christ. This concept of
representation was later used to justify the power of the Church and the
monarchy.

Chapter 2: Representation in the Enlightenment

The Enlightenment was a period of great intellectual and social change.
During this period, the concept of representation was re-examined and
redefined. Enlightenment thinkers argued that the people were the source



of all political power, and that they should be represented by their elected
officials.

This concept of representation was reflected in the Declaration of
Independence, which states that "all men are created equal" and that they
have the right to "life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness." The Declaration
of Independence also established the principle of popular sovereignty,
which means that the government derives its power from the consent of the
governed.

Chapter 3: Representation in the Romantic Era

The Romantic Era was a period of great social and political upheaval.
During this period, the concept of representation was again challenged and
redefined. Romantic thinkers argued that the people were not simply a
collection of individuals, but rather a community with a shared history and
culture.

This concept of representation was reflected in the rise of nationalism,
which emphasized the importance of the nation-state. Romantic thinkers
also argued that the people should be represented by their cultural leaders,
such as artists and writers.

Chapter 4: Representation in the Victorian Era

The Victorian Era was a period of great industrial and economic growth.
During this period, the concept of representation was again re-examined
and redefined. Victorian thinkers argued that the people should be
represented by their economic interests.



This concept of representation was reflected in the rise of trade unions and
other labor organizations. Victorian thinkers also argued that the people
should be represented by their social class. This concept of representation
was reflected in the rise of political parties.

Chapter 5: Representation in the Modern Era

The Modern Era was a period of great social and political change. During
this period, the concept of representation was again challenged and
redefined. Modern thinkers argued that the people should be represented
by their race, gender, and sexual orientation.

This concept of representation was reflected in the rise of civil rights
movements and other social justice movements. Modern thinkers also
argued that the people should be represented by their global interests. This
concept of representation was reflected in the rise of international
organizations such as the United Nations.

Chapter 6: Representation in the Postmodern Era

The Postmodern Era is a period of great uncertainty and change. During
this period, the concept of representation is again being challenged and
redefined. Postmodern thinkers argue that there is no such thing as a
single, objective reality. They also argue that there is no such thing as a
single, true representation of reality.

This concept of representation is reflected in the rise of postmodern art and
literature. Postmodern artists and writers often use multiple perspectives
and fragmented narratives to represent the world. They also often
challenge traditional notions of truth and reality.



The concept of representation is a contested and evolving one. The
meaning of representation has changed over time, and it continues to be
debated today. This book has provided a comprehensive overview of the
different ways in which representation has been understood and used, and
it has explored the implications of these different understandings for our
understanding of democracy and justice.

As we move into the future, the concept of representation will continue to
be challenged and redefined. It is important to remain open to new ways of
thinking about representation, and to be willing to challenge traditional
notions of truth and reality. Only by ng so can we ensure that
representation remains a meaningful and relevant concept in our
democracy.
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