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The 16th Royal Scots, a renowned Scottish infantry regiment, boasts a long
and illustrious history marked by exceptional valor, unwavering dedication,
and a deep sense of camaraderie. From their humble beginnings in the
17th century to their pivotal role in some of the most significant battles of
the Great War, the 16th Royal Scots left an indelible mark on military
history.

Origins and Formation

The 16th Royal Scots trace their origins back to 1689, when they were
raised as the Earl of Argyll's Regiment of Foot. Initially established to
support the Protestant cause in Scotland, the regiment quickly gained
recognition for its bravery and discipline.

Service in the Jacobite Risings

During the Jacobite Risings of the 18th century, the 16th Royal Scots
played a significant role in suppressing the attempts by the Stuart
pretenders to regain the British throne. In particular, they fought with
distinction at the Battle of Culloden in 1746, where they helped secure a
decisive victory for the British government.

The Napoleonic Wars
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In the Napoleonic Wars, the 16th Royal Scots saw action across Europe.
They fought at the Battle of Corunna in 1809, where they played a crucial
role in covering the retreat of British forces under Sir John Moore. They
also served at the Battle of Waterloo in 1815, where they earned the
nickname "The Thin Red Line" for their unwavering stand against the
French cavalry.

The Great War

The 16th Royal Scots' finest hour came during the Great War, where they
fought with unwavering courage and determination. They participated in
some of the most significant battles of the war, including the Battle of Arras,
the Battle of Cambrai, and the Battle of the Somme.

At the Battle of the Somme in 1916, the 16th Royal Scots suffered heavy
casualties during the first day of the offensive. Despite being reduced to a
mere handful of men, they continued to fight with indomitable spirit, earning
the admiration of their comrades and the respect of the enemy.

Legacy and Impact

The 16th Royal Scots played a crucial role in shaping the course of military
history. Their unwavering bravery and dedication to duty serve as an
inspiration to this day. The regiment's legacy is preserved through the 51st
Highland, 7th Battalion, The Royal Regiment of Scotland, which continues
to uphold the proud traditions of the 16th Royal Scots.

The story of the 16th Royal Scots is a captivating and inspiring account of
courage, sacrifice, and unwavering loyalty. From their origins in the 17th
century to their pivotal role in the Great War, this legendary regiment left an
enduring mark on history. Their legacy continues to inspire and motivate



generations, reminding us of the indomitable spirit of those who served in
the face of adversity.

Additional Resources

* [The Regimental Museum of the Royal Scots]
(https://www.royalscotsmuseum.com/) * [The Royal Regiment of Scotland]
(https://www.army.mod.uk/who-we-are/corps-regiments-and-
units/infantry/the-royal-regiment-of-scotland/) * [The History of the 16th
Royal Scots](https://www.napoleon-
series.org/military/organisation/britain/Infantry/c_inf_royal_scots_16th.html)
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